Anaclann Dulra Shliabh Bladhma

Slieve Bloom Mountains Nature Reserve

Tus Eolais

Ta Anaclann Dulra Shliabh Bladhma, a bhfuil breis is 2,300 heicteér inti, ar an
anaclann dulra is mé de chuid an stéit. Sa bhliain 1985 a bunaiodh i lena
bainistit sa tsli go gcaomhnofai éiceachodras bratphortaigh na sléibhte.
Suiomh Bogaigh Ramsar agus Tearmann Bithghiniteach de chuid na
Combhairle Eorpaf'is ea an anaclann dulra chomh maith. Ainmniodh mérchuid
den limistéar ardtailte ina Limistéar Caomhantais Speisialta (SAC). Is é an
bratphortach sléibhe a chaomhnl priomhchuspdir an Limistéir
Chaomhantais Speisialta. Limistéar faoi Chosaint Speisialta is ea Sliabh
Bladhma chomh maith, toisc an ga ata le Croman na gCearc, éan tearc
creiche, a chaomhnu.

Ni creaga atd ar bharr na sléibhte seo ach ardchlar né talamh maolaithe ar
furasta bratphortach sléibhe a leagan sios air. Titeann moran baisti ar thalamh
sléibhe den chinedl seo. Toradh ar an ldisteadh mianraf ithreacha agus ar an
leathbha a leanann ardrata baisti is ea na gnathdga tailte moéna ata coitianta
anseo.

Is gnach do mhoin i mbratphortaigh a bheith nios doimhne n&d méadar
amhain. Cinedl talin nios troime is ea fraochmha, ina mbionn an mhaoin 0.5
méadar nd nios 14 ar doimhne, agus is mar sin a idirdhealaftear idir an da
ghnathog, ata araon le féil san anaclann dulra seo. Meastar go bhfuil Sliabh
Bladhma ar cheann de na cérais bhratphortaigh sléibhe is fearr in Eirinn, agus
is [U athrd ¢ leagadh sios é. As Sean-Ghaineamhchloch Rua ata na sléibhte
déanta, agus iad suite ar shraith de charraigeacha Sioldracha. Morthimpeall
orthu t& an machaire réidh aolchloiche as a bhfuil formhér Lar-Réigiun na
hEireann déanta. Nil Sliabh Bladhma chomh hard sin (seasann Ard Eireann,
an pointe is airde, ag 526 mhéadar), ach is uaidh a gheofar cuid de na radhairc
is fearr ar an tir i ngach treo.

Beatha Phlanduiiil

Le bratphortach atd an talamh ard cliudaithe. Gndthdég fiorthais  seo de
fhraoch agus de mhoin susédin ina bhfaightear ceannbhdin (speiceas
Eriophorum) agus cib cheanngheal (Trichophorum germanicum) a bhaineann
araon leis an fhine cibe. Ta léicin gheala le feicedil i ngach ait. Sna linnte is
fliche agus i mborrfhais (criosanna silte) den phortach gheofar drichtin,
cinedlacha lus borraigh agus cineédlacha den liath uisce. An langa (Calluna
vulgaris) an fraoch is coitianta ar mhoéinteach agus ar fhraochmhs, tailte ata
nios troime n& an bratphortach. Sna ceantair is fliche, gheofar an fraoch
naoscai (Erica tetralix) agus sciollam na moéna (Narthecium ossifragum). Speicis
eile ndr mhiste a lua is ea an dédhuilleog bheag (Listera cordata), aiteann
Muire (Huperzia selago), fionnan (Molinia caerulea) agus fraochan (Vaccinium
myrtillus). Gheofar chomh maith dhé bhall den fhine fraoigh, an mhénog
(Vaccinium oxycoccos) agus lus na méinte (Andromeda polifolia). Meastar gur
cruthd ar nasc blathuil idir an bratphortach sléibhe agus portaigh ardaithe Iar
na tire é an fhidirse de lus na mointe agus den mhonog és ar phortaigh
ardaithe a fhaightear an da speiceas sin de ghnath. Nasc tdbhachtach is ea an
anaclann dulra i ngradan thoir-thiar phortaigh na hEireann, i bhfianaise an
dd speiceas sin a bheith le fail ann. Sna clasdin agus sna maim a ghearr na
sruthdin sléibhe as an gcarraig gheofar’‘micreaghnathéga’eile ar diol suntais
iad.

Beatha Ainmhithe

Dhé speiceas comharthach éan is ea Cromdan na gCearc agus an Chearc
Fhraoigh, agus gndthog doéibh araon is ea Anaclann Dulra Shliabh Bladhma.
Ar an talamh a dhéanann an dé éan a nead, ar an mbratphortach agus ar an
bhfraochmha. Nifhaightear Croman na gCeart i moéran éiteanna eile in Eirinn
agus is éan runmhar { an Chearc Fhraoigh nach bhfeictear go hionduil ach
nuair a bhrdchtaftear as an gcasarnach i. Gheofar an riabhég mhoéna agus an
fhuiseog ar fud na hAnaclainne Dulra. Sa gheimhreadh bionn gealéga

sneachta le feicedil inti. | measc na n-éan eile a fhaightear ann ta an meirlidn,
an fabhcun gorm, an fiach dubh, an naoscach, an fheadog bhui, an pilibin
agus an crotach. | measc na mamach is mo suntais a fhaightear san anaclann
ta an fia bui agus an gabhar fia, an easdg, an cat crainn, an broc, an giorria
Eireannach, an madra uisce agus an t-iora rua. Gheofar froganna, nitit agus
laghairteanna inti chomh maith. Ar na speicis is suntasai d'fheithidi san
anaclann ta an leamhan sionnaigh (Macrothylacia rubi) agus an t-impire
(Saturnia pavonia). Beathaionn boilb an dé leamhan iad féin ar an bhfraoch.
Ta cuntas againn d'fhéileacéin, leithéidf an stiallaigh uaine (Callophrys rubi)
agus an fhritiledin réisc (Euphydryas aurinai), a bheith feicthe san anaclann
chomh maith. Péraionn an seabhcafi coiteann (Aeshna juncea), speiceas moér
den tsndthaid mhor i linnte an phortaigh.

Caomhnu agus Bainistiu

Is i an tSeirbhis Naisinta Pairceanna agus Fiadhdlra, ar cuid i den Roinn
Comhshaoil, Oidhreachta agus Rialtais Aitidil, a bhainistionn an Anaclann Dulra.
Ta bratphortach tearc go maith ar fud an domhain agus san Eoraip is in Eirinn,
sa RA agus san lorua amhain a fhaightear é. Toisc an dochar até déanta ag
draendil, cur buaircineach agus nithe eile don bhratphortachagus do
ghnéthoéga fraochmha i gcodanna dirithe den Anaclann Dulra, t& bearta
éagsula ar cois in diteanna dirithe chun staid na ngnathog a fheabhsu. Bagairt
an-mhér don Anaclann Dulra is ea leathadh buaircineach ¢ fhaschoillte
maguaird. Athraionn na buaircinigh seo leibhéil agus sreabhadh an uisce aran
mbratphortach agus cuireann siad isteach ar bhldthanna agus ar ainmhithe
duchasacha san Anaclann. Mura ndéantar beart anois, ni bheidh i gcodanna
dirithe den Anaclann, in imeacht aimsire, ach forais bhuaircineach. Ta
buaircinigh a mbaint as an Anaclann Dulra ag an tSeirbhis Naisiinta Pairceanna
agus Fiadhdlra le roinnt blianta anois. Ach ni mér na crainn seo a bhainistit go
leandnach i bhfianaise na siolta a thagann isteach ¢ fhaschoillte maguaird.

Beartamhain ab ea bac a chur ar sheandioganna draendla in diteanna dirithe
chun an tébla uisce a ardd agus cuidit le téarnamh gnathég. Tugtar faoi
ghniomhaiochtaf eile bainistiochta san Anaclann Dulra chomh maith -
creimeadh talin agus teacht an phobail ar diteanna leochaileacha,
forfheidhmid dlf, monatoireacht ar staid speiceas agus gnathdg agus
oideachas comhshaoil.

1. Earc luachra ar an gclarchosan. 2. Sciollam na ména
3. Ceannbhdn ag Clear Lake. 4. Lus na méinte faoi bhlath

1. Common lizard on boardwalk. 2. Bog asphodel.
3. Bog cotton at Clear Lake. 4. Bog rosemary in flower

Introduction

The Slieve Bloom Mountains Nature Reserve is, at over 2,300 hectares,
Ireland’s largest state-owned nature reserve. It was established in 1985, so
that it could be managed in such a way as to ensure the conservation of the
mountain blanket bog ecosystem. In addition, the nature reserve is
designated a Ramsar Wetland Site and a Council of Europe Biogenetic
Reserve. Much of the greater upland area has been designated as a Special
Area of Conservation (SAC). The primary interest of the SAC is mountain
blanket bog. The Slieve Bloom Mountains are also designated a Special
Protection Area (SPA), of special conservation interest for the Hen Harrier, a
rare bird of prey.

Instead of craggy summits, the mountains are mostly rounded or plateaued
which allows upland blanket bog to form. In uplands such as the Slieve
Bloom Mountains, leaching of soil minerals and waterlogging due to high
rainfall promoted the formation of blanket bog.

Blanket bog peat depths generally exceed one metre. Drier heathland
typically has a peat depth of 0.5 metres or less and this feature is used as a rule
of thumb to distinguish the two habitats, both of which are found within the
nature reserve. The Slieve Bloom Mountains are considered one of the best
and least disturbed mountain blanket bog systems in Ireland. The mountains
consist of Old Red Sandstone resting on Silurian rock layers. They are largely
surrounded by the flat limestone plain which dominates the midlands of
Ireland. Whilst they are rather modest in height (Arderin is the highest point
at 526 metres), the Slieve Bloom Mountains afford some of the best views of
the country in all directions.

Plant Life

Plants occurring on the bog include sphagnum mosses, bog cottons
(Eriophorum species), deergrass (Trichophorum germanicum), crowberry
(Empetrum nigrum), cross-leaved heath (Erica tetralix), bog asphodel
(Narthecium ossifragum) and purple moorgrass (Molinia caerula). Bright-
coloured lichens are dotted throughout. Sundews, bladderworts and
butterworts can be found amongst the wetter pools and flushes (seepage
zones) of the bogland. In the somewhat drier moorland or heaths, ling
heather (Calluna vulgaris) dominates with fraochan or bilberry (Vaccinium
myrtillus) also occurring. Notable species include lesser twayblade (Listera
cordata), fir clubmoss (Huperzia selago), as well as cranberry (Vaccinium
oxycoccos) and bog rosemary (Andromeda polifolia). The abundance of bog
rosemary and cranberry, species usually associated with raised bog is of note,
as they are seen as a floristic link between upland blanket bog and midland
raised bogs. The presence of these species makes this site an important link
in the east-west gradient of bogs in Ireland. Areas of upland grassland, wet
grassland, broadleaved woodland and scrub add to the diversity of the site.
Other interesting ‘micro-habitats’are found amongst the gullies and gorges
carved out by upland streams.

Animal Life
The Slieve Bloom Mountains Nature Reserve is home to two emblematic bird
species; the hen harrier and the red grouse. Both species nest on the ground
on the blanket bog and heath. The hen harrier is one of Ireland’s rarest birds
of prey, while the red grouse is a secretive gamebird, and is usually only seen
when flushed from undergrowth. Meadow pipits and skylarks are co

o
3
2
I=J
S
2
o
o
o
g
@
o
(]
o
i<
@
£
3
@
T
c
@
T

1. Cromdn na gcearc
1. Hen harrier, female. 2. Snipe. 3. Emperor moth on hea

in the nature reserve. Snow buntings are found on the nature reserve in
winter. Other bird species found include the merlin, peregrine falcon, raven,
snipe, golden plover, lapwing, curlew, wheatear and ring ouzel. Mammals
such as fallow deer, feral goats, stoats, pine martens, badgers, Irish hare, otters
and red squirrels also occur. Common frog, smooth newt and common lizard
can also be found. Insect species include moths such as the fox moth
(Macrothylacia rubi) and the emperor moth (Saturnia pavonia). The caterpillars
of both moths feed on heather. Butterflies such as the green hairstreak
(Callophrys rubi) and the marsh fritillary (Euphydryas aurinia), have also been
recorded on the site. The common hawker (Aeshna juncea), a large dragonfly
species, breeds in the bog pools.

Conservation and Management

The Slieve Bloom Nature Reserve is managed by the National Parks and
Wildlife Service (NPWS), part of the Department of the Environment, Heritage
and Local Government. Mountain blanket bog habitat is globally rare and in
Europe occurs mainly in Ireland, the UK and Norway. In some parts of the
nature reserve where the blanket bog and heath have been degraded, a
variety of measures are being taken to improve habitat condition.

One of the most serious threats to the nature reserve is the spread of conifer
trees from surrounding plantations. As well as altering the water levels and
water flow on the blanket bog, the spreading conifers alter the characteristic
bogland flora and fauna of the site. NPWS has been removing conifers from
the nature reserve for several years. However, this will require ongoing
management as trees in adjacent plantations continue to produce seed.
Some of the old drainage ditches have been blocked to raise the water table
and aid habitat recovery. Other management activities within the nature
reserve include erosion and access control, law enforcement, species and
habitat condition monitoring and environmental education.

Bratphortach agus linn phortaigh, Wolftrap Mountain
Blanket bog and bog pool, Wolftrap Mountain



